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Truck Stops Plus 
 
When the Truck Stops Plus 2012 shortcut is double clicked, the following image first appears: 
 
 

 
 

The custom pushpin symbols on the right of the USA in the Atlantic Ocean are the same 
ones that are used on the map to denote the truck specific POIs. Each one has been 
carefully tested to ensure that they are easily visible on the map in both daytime and 
nighttime driving conditions. ��

The pushpin symbols in the Atlantic Ocean from top to bottom are Blue Beacon Truck 
Washes, Flying Js, Petros, TAs, Pilots, Loves, Wilco/Hess’s, Road Rangers, Speedcos, 
Wal-Mart Supercenters, Independent Truck Stops, and Independent Truck Stops 
w/Scales. 

The “R” & “L” hyperlinked pushpin symbols will enable you to relegate your Motor Carrier 
Road Atlas to backup status. The “R” pushpin symbol is for checking Restricted Route 
locations and the “L” pushpin symbol is for checking Low Clearance locations.  

In addition, the "H" pushpin symbol is for accessing the help file, the “I” pushpin symbol is 
for checking for general information where you can check online for size and weight limits 
among many other things, the "F" pushpin symbol is for quickly checking fuel prices for the 
US and Canada online, and the new “W” pushpin symbol is for quickly checking weather 
online.  

The "R", "L", and "H" hyperlinked pushpin symbols will work with or without an Internet 
connection. However, an Internet connection is required for the "I," "F," & “’W” hyperlinked 
pushpin symbols and also for all other hyperlinked pushpin symbols to work. 
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All pushpin symbols on the map are also hyperlinks too. Clicking on each of the chain 
truck stop pushpin symbols will open up a web browser window and if you are connected 
to the Internet, take you to each company’s respective website. Clicking the independent 
truck stops or the independent truck stops w/Scales pushpin symbols will take you to the 
www.truckstopinfoplus.com website, which is an excellent online database where you can 
look up specific services and amenities offered for most of the truck stops contained on 
the map. To activate the hyperlinks, left click a pushpin symbol one time, count 1001, 
1002, 1003, press and hold down the control key, then while continuing to hold down the 
control key, left click the pushpin symbol again. A corresponding web page will open up in 
a browser window.  

The new "F" hyperlinked pushpin symbol will take you to the 
www.truckstopsonline.com/default.aspx website where you can quickly check current fuel 
prices for most truck stops. Simply select the state or province and then click go. The 
applicable web page will appear in the browser window, simply use the up and down scroll 
buttons on the right side of the display to scroll up and down to the applicable truck stops 
listed in alphabetical order by city.  

Clicking the W hyperlinked pushpin symbol will take you to 
www.weather.com/outlook/weatherbystate web site where you can quickly check for 
weather conditions. Simply click the state you are in, the first letter of the town or city you 
want to check, and then finally click the city to check current weather conditions and for a 
36 hour forecast. 

To return back to this view at anytime, click on the "View Menu" near the top of the 
display, select “Zoom”, then click “To 48 states” from the sub menu. 
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To search and route to a truck stop, right click your current location on the map and when the 
quick menu appears, select “Route”, then click “Add as Start” from the sub menu. In the following 
example the current location will be a rest area.  
 

 
 

Below, the current location has now been added as the start. 
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Next, right click the current location again and when the quick menu appears, click “Find Nearby 
Places.”  

��

 
 

Below, the “Find Nearby Places Pane” instantly appears on the left side of the display. ��
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The “Find Nearby Places Pane” now contains an alphabetical listing of all the points of 
interest located within a 50-mile radius of the current location. In the listing above, the 
current pane indicates that there are 1 Blue Beacon Truck Wash, 1 Fast Food 
Restaurant with Truck Parking, 2 Flying Js, 4 Independent Truck Stops w/Scales, 27 
Independent Truck Stops, 1 Independent Truck Wash, 2 Loves, 2 No Overnight 
Parking Wal-Mart Supercenters, 1 Petro Stopping Center, 2 Pilots, 7 Rest Areas, 1 
Speedco, 1 TA, 17 Wal-Mart Supercenters, and 1 Wilco/Hess all located within a 50-
mile radius of the present location. ��

Clicking on the plus sign located on the left side next to each point of interest data set 
opens up the data set and lets you view the individual points of interest. Additionally, 
the individual points of interest contained in the data sets are sorted from nearest to 
farthest and also displays how far away as the crow flies from the current location they 
are located.   

 

 
 

Click on the individual truck stops in the listing to find where they are located on the map. Each 
individual truck stop will then be highlighted on the map so that you can easily see its location. 
Text boxes containing pertinent information will also popup next to each individual truck stop. 
Each text box will contain the full name of the truck stop, its location information, whether or not it 
charges for overnight parking, whether it is a small, medium, or large truck stop, whether it has a 
truck scale or no truck scale, whether it does major & minor repairs, minor repairs only, or no 
repairs, whether it has showers or no showers, the phone number, and the food offerings. 
Hovering the cursor over the truck stop listing in the pane will also show you how far away the 
truck stop is from the current location as the crow flies. ��
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In the screen shot above, the text box indicates that the truck stop being highlighted is 
a Petro, located on I-20/I-59, at exit 100 in Bucksville, AL, it doesn’t charge for 
overnight parking, it’s a large truck stop, it has a truck scale, it does minor repairs only, 
it has showers, the phone number is 205-477-9178, and it has an Iron Skillet 
Restaurant. Hovering the cursor over the listing in the pane indicates that it is located 
14.88 miles away as the crow flies from the current location. ��
 
To create a route to that particular Petro truck stop, first right click it in the pane, when the 
quick menu appears, select “Route”, then click “Add as End” from the sub menu. 
Alternatively, you can also right click the truck stop on the map and then follow the same 
steps.   
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Below, the Petro truck stop has now been added as the final stop. 
 

 
 
To finish creating the route to that particular Petro truck stop, right click it in the pane 
again, when the quick menu appears, select “Route”, and then click “Get Directions” 
from the sub menu. Alternatively, you can also right click the truck stop on the map and 
then follow the same steps. ��
 

 
 
Below, Microsoft Streets and Trips instantly creates the route. ��
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Checking for Restricted Routes and Low Clearances  
 

 
 
While holding down the control key, click the “R” pushpin symbol on the right side of the 
display in the Atlantic Ocean with the left mouse button. The following Restricted Routes 
page from the AITAonline.com website opens up in a new browser window.  ��
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Next, locate the Alabama hyperlink in the listing of states and click on it. Instantly the display 
drops down to the Alabama listing. Proceed to check for Restricted Routes.   

 

 
 
Next, while holding down the control key, click the “L” pushpin symbol on the right side 
of the display in the Atlantic Ocean with the left mouse button. The following Low 
Clearances page from the AITAonline.com website opens up in a new browser window. 
 ��
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Next, locate the Alabama hyperlink in the listing of states and click on it. Instantly the 
display drops down to the Alabama listing. Proceed to check for Low Clearances.  ��
 

 

The route has now been verified and contains no Restricted Routes and no Low 
Clearances. You are now ready to proceed to destination. ��

The new Truck Stops Plus 2012 add-on Template for Microsoft Streets & Trips contains 
more than 14,750 points of interest, including more than 7,000 truck stops, including all 
of the major chain truck stops plus 5,994 independent truck stops, divided into 5,028 
independent truck stops and 966 independent truck stops w/scales, 2,791 Wal-Mart 
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Supercenters, divided into 2,403 that allow overnight truck parking and 388 that do not 
allow overnight parking, more than 1,643 rest areas, 237 turnpike service plazas, 1,383 
picnic/parking areas, 1,053 weigh station, 458 truck wash locations including all of the 
Blue Beacon and Iowa 80 Truck Wash locations,  all 51 Speedco locations, and new 75 
Fast Food With Truck Parking locations. 

Also, while you are traveling in GPS navigation guidance mode you will be able to see 
over the horizon for miles ahead in advance! With the Truck Stops Plus 2012 you will 
be able to see oncoming truck stops, Wal-Mart Supercenters, rest areas, turnpike 
service plazas, weigh stations, etc. contained in the template for miles ahead in 
advance as you are traveling down the roads of America. You will never check a truck 
stop guide or MCRA again while you are driving! It’s like having your own personal 
advanced high tech radar system right there in the truck with you.  ��

Never struggle to find a truck stop again! Get your Truck Stops Plus 2012 template 
today and you will never use a manual truck stop directory again!  

Truck stop letter code key:  

[S] indicates a small truck stop with 20 or less parking spaces. 
[M] indicates a medium truck stop with 20 to 70 parking spaces. 
[L] indicates a large truck stop with 70 or more parking spaces. 
[$] indicates that the truck stop charges for overnight parking. 
[W] indicates the truck stop has a truck scale. 
[R] indicates that the truck stop does major & minor repairs. 
[r] indicates that the truck stop does minor repairs only.  
[No Parking] indicates fuel only and no parking.  
[SH] Indicates that the truck stop has showers. 

For instance, TA, I-84, X28, $LWR, SH, Southington, CT 860-621-0106��(Taco Bell, Popeyes, 
Pizza Hut), would designate a TA truck stop located on I-84 at exit 28 in Southington, CT. It 
charges for overnight parking, it is a large truck stop, it has a truck scale, it does major & minor 
repairs, it has showers, the phone number is 860-621-0106, and the fast food offerings are Taco 
Bell, Popeye’s, and Pizza Hut.��

Combine the Truck Stops Plus 2012 template and Microsoft Streets & Trips or 
MapPoint and together you have the best GPS routing and navigation solution 
available for truckers that money can buy!. 
 

**Microsoft product screen shot(s) reprinted with permission from Microsoft Corporation��

(1) Clicking on the "R", "L", & "H" hyperlinked pushpin symbols will display Restricted Route, Low Clearance, and the 
Readme/Help web pages on your computer display without an Internet connection. For the "I," "F," & “W” 
hyperlinked pushpin symbols and all other hyperlinked pushpin symbols to work, you must be connected to the 
Internet. 

 
 


